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Sitting:  Carl Grigg, Fernley Smith, Lew Brown, Leon Bernard, Wayne Baker 
 
Standing (1st row):  Bob Stahl, Jack Greco, Joe Schwarzgruber, Fred Strombom, John Lee, Vernon Swaim, Raymond 
Eck, Fred Shubeck, Bill Neumann, Johnny Fridell 
 
Standing (2nd row):  Bob Osbahr, Bill Brown, TC Gibbs, Leo Sharp, Don Spencer, John Sullivan    
 

  
 

Widows of veterans:   
 
Joyce Goodfriend (Frank Goodfriend) 
Maxine Veteto (Hearol Veteto)  
Alberta DelGuidice (Louis DelGuidice) 
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President’s Corner 
 
The 93rd’s 2010 Reunion is in the history books.  If we count the baby (Gerald and Lisa Veteto’s granddaughter; Maxine’s 
great granddaughter), we had 93 people attend our October Savannah reunion.  With 22 veterans in attendance we 
dedicated the stained glass window in the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum Chapel.  Needless to say, the dedication was 
the reunion’s highlight.  Paul Levine provided excellent leadership throughout the 3-year project culminating with the 
dedication ceremony.  Our group can be proud of our successful stained glass window project. 
 
At our annual business meeting on October 23rd we decided to organize a Hardwick trip for May 2011 with a goal of 
participating in the Memorial Day program at the American Military Cemetery in Cambridge, England.  Don Morrison is 
coordinating the arrangements with Colin Mann, President of the Friends of the 93rd, in England.  The trip will be a great 
experience and I encourage everyone to consider taking part.  Rayann, Emma and I are planning to be there. 
 
During the business meeting, the 93rd Air Ground Operations Wing Historian presented a CD with the official Air Force 
history of the 93rd Bombardment Group (Heavy) from 1942–1945.  Copies were provided to every veteran and family 
group present.  Included with the CD was the unit patch for today’s 93rd based at Moody Air Force Base, GA.  The 93rd’s 
commander, Colonel John P. Horner leads more than 2,500 battlefield Airmen at fifteen locations throughout the 
continental United States.  They provide rapidly deployable fully integrated, highly specialized forces for active internal 
and external “outside the wire” airbase defense.  Colonel Horner was our keynote speaker at our Memorial dinner on 
Saturday night providing great insight into the critical mission the 93rd provides for today’s Air Force.  I am pleased to 
report that Colonel Horner was recently nominated by the President for promotion to Brigadier General continuing the 
93rd’s proud tradition of “minting” general officers! 
 
The nominating committee (Fernley Smith, Bob Stahl and Joe Duran) presented a slate of candidates to fill our officer 
positions.  Our officer’s terms are two-years long.  The 2010-2012 officers are:   
 
  President John Marx 
 Executive Vice President Jim Root 
 Secretary Phyllis Duran 
 Treasurer, Membership, PX Mgr Jim Guddal 
 Editor of the Ball of Fire JoAnne Sargent  
 Convention/Reunion Coordinator Jim Root 
 Historian Don Morrison 
 Vice President to the  John Lee 
      2nd Air Division Association 
 
We welcome Jim Root and Phyllis Duran to the board.  They replace Gerald Veteto and Paul Levine who served so well 
during the last two years.  We will miss their leadership and many contributions.  We look forward to the new ideas and 
energy Jim and Phyllis bring to their roles. 
 
We will continue to use the veteran’s advisory board composed of Fernley Smith, Charles Sill, and Cal Davidson to 
provide advice and assistance.  In addition to our elected officers, we have identified other critical roles and those most 
suited to fulfill them as follows: 
 
 Graphics/Media Kent Jaquith 
 Documentary Project Michael Sellers 
 Photographer Bill Sargent/Joe Duran 
 Webmaster Michael Sellers 
 Reunion Committee Joe & Phyllis Duran 
  Kent Jaquith 
  Fred Weir 
 
Our webmaster, Michael Sellers, provided a review of the 93rd’s web page features.  We now have a PX with some great 
93rd keepsakes.  The site allows for payment using PayPal as well.  Additional improvements are in the works.  I 
encourage you to check out the web page at www.93rdbombardmentgroup.com or at www.93bg.com.  We have a 
message board, Facebook page and reunion photos as well. 
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Last year, we selected Tucson, AZ for the 2011 Reunion.  Planning is well underway with Jim Root and the committee 
moving forward with the detailed plans.  Look elsewhere in this issue for more details.  Watch the Ball of Fire and the web 
page for additional information and plan to join us in Tucson, AZ for the 2011 Reunion. 
 
The 2012 reunion will be held in the Seattle/Tacoma area in the great state of Washington.  We plan to continue our 
tradition of conducting separate reunions as long as we can.  In addition, we encourage those who are able, to also attend 
the 2ADA, 8th Air Force Historical Society, and Heritage League events, whenever possible. 
 
 

Tidal Wave over Ploesti 
 

      
 
Left picture: Bryan Moon's Tidal Wave Over Ploesti presented by James & Corinne Guddal and the 93rd Bombardment 
Group Association in memory of those courageous young men who flew this mission 1 August 1943.  
 
Right picture: James Guddal and Vivian Rogers-Price with fuselage section of B-24. 
 
During our visit to the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum 
in Savannah, the 93rd Bomb Group Association in 
conjunction with Jim and Corinne Guddal presented 
Bryan Moon’s painting, titled “Tidal Wave over Ploesti” to 
the museum for a permanent Ploesti display.  The 
painting along with a fuselage section of a downed B-24 
were purchased from Artist Bryan Moon by Jim and 
Corinne with the intent of adding to the 93rd’s legacy at 
the museum and to memorialize the sacrifices of the 
men of the 93rd who lost their lives in this critical mission.  
Our association provided the shipping and sponsored 
the presentation ceremony during our reunion.  The 
museum intends to add the painting and fuselage to their 
Ploesti mission feature.  The museum hopes to recruit 

participation from the other Ploesti groups:  98th, 376th 
and 389th.  The fifth group, the 44th, has already 
participated in the effort.  Additional funds are required to 
complete the display and research the history.  We plan 
to match member contributions up to $5,000 resulting in 
a total gift of $10,000 for our share of the project.  Oral 
histories from our members who participated are 
earnestly sought for inclusion in the display.  This project 
will help us accomplish our goal of educating future 
generations of Americans about the sacrifices of the 93rd 
during WW II.  
 
John Marx, President 
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93rd Bomb Group Association 
Annual Meeting 

October 23, 2010 
 
Call to Order (10 AM):   John Marx, President 
 
Reading & Approval of 2009 Minutes: Paul Levine, Secretary 
 
Communications:   John Marx 
 
Financial Report:   Jim Guddal, Treasurer 
 
Membership:    Jim Guddal 

a. Discussed Card with Dues owed, sent out 233 postcards on Aug 10th, 60 returned to date with dues. 
b. Established member database - 397 current members  
c. Legacy Planning 
d. Post Exchange (PX initiative) 
e. Reviewed Profit/Loss Statement 
f. Reunion Fund is separate from the General Fund 
g. Report Approved 
 

Ball of Fire Report:    BOFQE Editor / JoAnne Sargent 
a. General information and personal comments 
b. Emails are more time efficient and cost effective 
c. Folded Wings and Roll of Honor 

 
Historian Report:   Don Morrison 

a. Continuing to find new and updated information to help piece together validation of historical events, planes & 
crews, etc. 

b. Introduced guest, Evelyn Dole , 93rd Air Ground Operations Wing (AGOW) Historian.  Provided disk for each 
attendee with complete history of 93rd  

 
2nd ADA Report:    John Lee 

a. 63rd Annual Convention  
1. 163 total attendees with 53 veterans meeting the quorum requirement 
2. Betty Lee (John’s wife) was Convention Co-Chair 
3. 93rd was well represented 

b. The 2ADA Journal was turned over to a publishing company 
c. Reported on Memorial Library in Norwich, England 
d. Chuck Walker was elected the new 2nd ADA President 
e. 2011 Reunion scheduled beginning Sept 17, 2011 - Royal Caribbean Cruise  
f. 2nd ADA continues to work closely with Heritage League 
g. Discussion ensued, with Jim Guddal presenting explanation regarding the Heritage League’s relationship to 

2ADA 
 

1. Integrating with the 2nd ADA on succession planning is complicated by the IRS Code authorizing the 
2nd ADA.  As established the 2nd ADA is mandated to dissolve when they no longer have the 
necessary veterans to meet their quorum requirement at a duly called meeting.  The current structure 
does not allow for continuation after the veterans are no longer active. 

2. After considerable discussion, the 2ADA veteran members present passed the following resolution: 
Resolved that the 2nd Air Division Association energetically pursue a way to avoid dissolution and take appropriate 
steps necessary to perpetuate the organization through a new educational association with the purpose as 
follows: 

Carry on the traditions and memories of the 2nd Air Division after the veterans of World War II have 
deceased.  
Continue to advocate and support the Memorial Trust Library  
Educate future generations about the sacrifices made to preserve their liberty. 

 
3. The resolution was sent to the new President of the 2ADA for consideration. 
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2010 Convention/Reunion Report: John Marx 
a. 93 total attendees 
b. $25,000 income, $23,750 expenses ($13,500 for food) leaving $1,250 to General fund 

 
Stained Glass Dedication Report: Paul Levine 

a. Previously 93rd BG had no representation or dedication in 8th AF Museum Chapel, Savannah, GA 
b. Initiative started at Dallas reunion with Fernley Smith, Kent Jacquith, Scott Stewart 
c. $15,000 project  
d. Fund raising initiative started with cooperation between 8th AF Museum & 93rd BG  
e. Donations came in from primarily membership, friends, veterans, families.  
f. Paul Levine spearheaded the fund raising initiative , along with Jim Guddal, working closely with the 8th AF 

Museum and artist on installment payments to complete the project 
g. Mission accomplished 

 
New Business 
 
England Trip Proposal:   Alberta DelGuidice 

a. 2011  93rd BG England Trip - Return to Hardwick for Memorial Day May 31st at the American Military 
Cemetery 

b. Colin Mann, Friends of the 93rd Organization in England has volunteered to coordinate events and hotel  
c. Don Morrison volunteered to be state side coordinator 
d. Group agreed to pursue the trip with about 20 people registering interest 

 
Museum Support:     Jim Guddal 

a. Support for a specific project to promote the museum’s educational mission 
b. Mighty 8th Air Force and Hardwick museums are candidates for support 
c. Matching funds campaign from the 93rd BG Association 

 
2011 Reunion     Jim Root, Coordinator 

a. Tucson AZ - Oct 20 – 23rd 
b. Theme:  Flying High and Flying Low 
c. 18 Hotels, attractions and entertainment venues researched 
d. The Radisson Suites Airport Hotel was chosen as the best venue/hotel 
e. Activities, speakers, Pima AF Museum close by, Wren Timberlake (Guest speaker) and much more on 

agenda 
 
2012 Reunion Location Proposals: John Marx 
 
The following sites were presented for consideration: 

a. Seattle-Tacoma, WA - 34 votes – Selected for 2012 
b. Washington DC - 20 votes 
c. Orlando, FL 
d. Dayton, OH 
e. Detroit, MI 

 
Nominating Committee Report:  Fernley Smith, Joe Duran, Bob Stahl 

 
The following slate of candidates was presented by the nominating committee: 

President:    John Marx 
Vice President:   Jim Root 
Secretary:   Phyllis Duran 
Treasurer:   Jim Guddal 
BOF Editor:   JoAnne Sargent 
Historian:   Don Morrison 
Vice President to the 2ADA John Lee 

 
Motion and 2nd, Discussion, All Willing-Unanimous vote for all officers 

Adjournment (12:30 PM):  
Next Annual Meeting:  October 22, 2011 in Tucson, AZ 
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93rd Bombardment Group Association 

STATEMENT of RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
 Period 12 Months ended 9/30 

Receipts         FYE 2009            FYE 2010 
    Donations  2247 4,835  
    Member Dues  6,534 4,965 
    Reunion & other  2,398 3,016 
     
        Total Receipts  11,179 12,816  
     
     
Disbursements    
    Account Transfers  3,420   
    Newsletter  1,224 3,023 
    Website & Data Base 377 1,182 
    Printing, Office & Postage 42 622 
    Misc & PX  100 293 
    Hardwick    250 
     
        Total Disbursements 5,163 5,370 
     

 
 Net 
Receipts 6,016 7,446 

     
     
Total Fund Balance as of 
9/30 24,380 32,384 

 
Treasurer’s Notes 

 
At this printing, the 2011 dues notices have 

been sent out.  Members who have already paid for 
2011 will receive a post card which is stamped PAID.   
There is nothing more you need to do and we thank you!  
For those unpaid members, please send check, money 
order or go to our web site at “93rd Bomb Group”, click 
Membership, then Pay Now and make your payment 
and /or donation via PayPal.  Help save your 
Association expense and energy by paying now and 
avoid the “delinquent notice” card later.  If you still have 
not paid for 2010 but have been receiving the BOF, 
thank you for sending an additional $15 as catch up 
dues and you will be square. 

Thanks to many generous supporters, the 
stained glass window project was a success!  The 
volunteer team of Fernley Smith, Scotty Stewart, John 
Marx, Kent Jacquith and Michael Sellers led by 
Dedication Coordinator Paul Levine deserve a big “well 
done” for putting this memorable event together.  

Now, we have a new challenge and one very 
close to home.  Earlier this year, the Mighty 8th AF 
Museum received a wonderfully built diorama of an 8-1-
1943 Ploesti Romania refinery under attack complete 
with four B-24s from the 8th and 9th Air Forces flying 
through columns of black smoke.  It is something to 
behold.  Now that the 93rd and two of its members have 

presented the Museum with an original painting of a 
similar setting and a piece of a fuselage star from a 
crashed B-24, the Museum has decided they would 
expand the exhibit to include all five of the original bomb 
groups that flew this fateful mission.  The plan is still in 
its infancy, but the intent is to have an accurate and one 
of a kind teaching exhibit including audio of veterans 
who flew the mission.  Recently, I had the honor and 
great pleasure of interviewing Ploesti survivor James 
Vest about his experience on Euroclydon (Pilot-Enoch 
Porter) during that mission.  It is stories like his and other 
survivors of the mission which can become part of the 
exhibit.  At the 93rd annual meeting held at Savannah, 
the members voted to match up to $5,000 of 
donations from our members for a total of $10,000 
towards this project.  All tax deductible donations will 
be held in a segregated account until the $5,000 is 
raised.  We will work with the museum in the overall 
direction of what could be an excellent display of history 
in which the 93rd played such a significant role.  Our 
thanks in advance for your support!!! 
  The Savannah reunion was a Smash!  New 
this year was the introduction of the Post Exchange 
(PX).  We did a land office business in coffee mugs, 
puzzles and three different caps.  The puzzles and two 
of the caps have a replica of the “Ball of Fire III” piloted 
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by Major Joseph Tate on the 8-1-43 Ploesti mission.  
These items are now on sale from the PX.  Please see 
the PX page for ordering details or go to the 93rd BG 
website. (Parts of the web site may be under 
construction) or contact Jim Guddal. 

Also new at the reunion was the “silent 
auction” of a “Tidal Wave Over Ploesti” painting by 
Bryan Moon and two superbly crafted wooden B-24 
models.  A big thank you to member Gerald Veteto for 
his generous contribution of the model B-24s.    
Congratulations to Bob R, Wayne B and Kent J as the 
happy winners!  The auction brought in $400 to the 
treasury. 

We now have a book department with three 
excellent books available including Cal Stewart’s “Ted’s 
Travelling Circus” (holiday only special of $69.95), 
“Ploesti” by Stewart and Dugan and “Above the Clouds” 

by top turret gunner and flight engineer Wayne Baker.   
We were thrilled that Wayne, accompanied by his wife 
Mariam, was with us to sign books and tell attendees 
some of his story.  These are terrific books for 
everyone’s collection of 93rd BG history.  Check them 
out! 

ARCHIVING OLD RECORDS:  What to do with 
memorabilia was a topic discussed with some of the 
veterans at the reunion.  Stay tuned for more on this 
subject.  In the meantime, if any of you vets or families 
have questions or comments about this topic, please let 
me know.  
 
Thanks for listening!! 
Jim Guddal 
P O Box 47336 
Plymouth, MN 55447 

 
 

Documentary Film & 93rd Website 
 
2010 REUNION AND 93rd BG DOCUMENTARY FILM 
Wow, what a reunion!  I was very pleased that we had a 
big turnout for the 2010 reunion and it seemed like all 
the events and ceremonies were enjoyed by all.  On a 
personal note, I was happy that the film I screened for 
everyone during the stained glass dedication dinner 
went over so well.  This film was a preview of a larger 
project I have planned.   I wanted to produce this shorter 
piece as a thank you for letting me continue to document 
each reunion - and basically for sticking a camera in 
front of your face every second of the day!  
 
People have been curious if I'll have copies of the video 
and the answer is - yes!  I plan to have copies available 
at the end of January 2011.  Please look for the order 
form in this edition of the Ball of Fire newsletter.  Also if 
you wish to download an order form from the 93rd 
website - please visit www.93bg.com and look on the 
homepage for the link to download the order form.  If you 
would like to see a preview of the film, please go the 
93rd BG website mid-January 2011 and look for a link on 
the homepage. 
 

I will have normal DVDs available and High Definition 
Blu-Ray discs available.  DVDs will be sold for $10 each 
and Blu-Ray discs will be sold for $13 each.  Shipping is 
included in the price.  If there is a big interest in the film 
and many orders are taken - a donation will be made to 
the 93rd Bomb Group from collected funds.  Please look 
for an update in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
93rd BG WEBSITE 
As of today - we have had 17,776 visitors to the 93rd 
website since it's new redesign in November 2009. 
 We've just clocked a visitor all the way from Perth, 
Western Australia!  Soon to come to the 93rd website is 
a re-vamped PX.  As you know, the group has been 
working hard at getting everything and anything stitched 
or printed with the 93rd logo on it.  At the last reunion we 
saw hats, mugs, puzzles and I think even visors now! 
 Currently our PX webpage has three books listed but 
with the new addition of merchandise, the PX will need 
to be redesigned - so click on the site in months to come 
to check it out! 
 
Michael Sellers, Webmaster 

 
 

Note and Story from Paul Levine            
 
I want to convey to all the 93rd Veterans and their 
families that I think about you/them every day....I 
wear a 93rd article of clothing as often as possible (be it 
a hat, or shirt) as a testament to all that served and as a 
reminder to those that notice the 93rd logo on the shirt or 
hat, that ' we must not forget' the fight for freedom 
came at an horrific cost of thousands of lives during 
WWII. 
  

I would like to encourage all the 2nd and 3rd generations 
to wear a 93rd BG or article of cloth  every so often, 
depicting a US  WWII insignia, that shows 'we 
remember' and will not forget what every man, woman 
and child gave to the war effort and lost as well. 
  
All the Best , 
Paul Levine 
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A True Story 
A lesson that should be taught in all schools..and 
colleges 
  
Back in September of 2005, on the first day of school, 
Martha Cothren, a social studies school teacher at 
Robinson HS in Little Rock , AK did something not to be 
forgotten. 
  
On the first day of school, with the permission of the 
school superintendent, the principal  and the building 
supervisor, she removed all the desks out of her 
classroom. 
  
When the first period kids entered the room, they 
discovered that there were no desks.  "Ms. Cothren,"  
they asked, "where're our desks? " She replied "you 
can't have a desk until you tell me what you have done 
to earn the right to sit at a desk."  They thought, "Well, 
maybe it's our grades?"  "No," she replied.  "Maybe it's 
our behavior?" She told them, "It's not even your 
behavior."  And so , they came and went, the first period, 
second period, ....still no desks in the classroom. 
  
By early afternoon TV news crews had started gathering 
in Ms. Cothren's classroom to report about this crazy 
teacher who had taken all the desks out of her room. 
  
The Final period of the day came and as the puzzled 
students found seats on the floor of the deskless 
classroom, Martha Cothren said, "Throughout the day no 

one has been able to tell me just what he/she had done 
to earn the right to sit at the desks that are ordinarily 
found in this classroom. Now I am going to tell you." 
  
At this point, Martha went over to the door of her 
classroom and opened it. Twenty-seven (27) U.S. 
veterans, all in uniforms, walked into the classroom, 
each one carrying a school desk. 
  
The Vets began placing the school desks in rows and 
then they would walk over and stand alongside the wall. 
By the time the last soldier had set the final desk in place 
those kids started to understand, perhaps for the first 
time in their lives, just how the right to sit at those desks 
had been earned. 
  
Martha said, "You didn't earn the right to sit at these 
desks. These heroes did it for you. They placed the 
desks here for you....Now, it's up to you to sit in them...It 
is your responsibility to learn, to be good students, to be 
good citizens....They paid the price so that you could 
have the freedom to get an education.....Don't ever 
forget it"!!!!! 
  
BY THE WAY, THIS IS A 'TRUE STORY' 
Please consider passing this along so others won't 
forget that the freedoms we have in this great 
country were 'EARNED' by US Veterans. 

Historian's Corner 
“Holiday” Greetings from the 93rd BG Historian! 

Emergency Landing!! 
 

A B-24 of the 330th Bomb Squadron makes an 
emergency landing with #3 engine feathered and the end 
of the left wing badly damaged.  Based on the markings 
and background, it appears to be from Fall ‘44 to early 
Spring ‘45 as there are no leaves on the trees.  If you 
have any recollection of this event, plane or crew, please 
contact me.  
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Charles M Blackwell DFC 

 
A 328th Bombardier (Charles Blackwell) assumed control of the aircraft, when the pilot and 
copilot were wounded.  The date in the decoration is 8/24/44 but that seems to be an error as 
his name does not appear on the mission report and no one was listed as wounded.  The 
correct date for the event is August 2, 1944.  If you have any recollection of Charles Blackwell, 
this event, or crew, please contact me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
93rd BG B-24 with the name of “Miss America” and/or “Nancy Lee” 

 

 
 
I am looking for any documents or photos that pertain to “Miss America” and or “Nancy Lee”.  Based on my research, 
“Nancy Lee” was Lt. Norman Roggenkamp’s baby daughter.  Sadly, he was KIA on June 24, 1944 while flying on 42-
100294 “Victory Belle.”  If you have any information, please contact me.   
 
Book Refund 
If you have not received your refund for the 93rd BG 
History Book from Turner Publishing, please contact Bill 
Jayne at the contact info shown below. 
Bill Jayne  bjayne@turnerpublishing.com    
Phone # 615-255-2665 
Turner Publishing 
200 4th Ave. Ste 950 
Nashville, TN 37219 

 
Cheers, 
Don Morrison 
93rd BG Association Historian 
1375 West Comet Rd. 
Clinton, OH 44216 
Cell (330) 819-6409 
Home (330) 882-2536 
don.morrison@beis.com 

 
Note from Veteran Fernley Smith 

 
I would like to congratulate John Marx and all of our 2nd 
generation team on a very successful dedication and 
reunion at the 8th Air Force Museum.  God Bless you all 
for a job well done. 
  
It would also seem appropriate to give special thanks to 
Scotty Stewart for his help with the dedication team; and 
to Michael Sellers for his newly created film on the 
famous 93rd. 
 
Thanks are also in order for the generous offer of the 

famous "PLOESTI PAINTING" by Jim and Corinne 
Guddal.  This will become a very important centerpiece 
of the 8th AFM Ploesti exhibition.  
 
Finally, I share with all the vets the pride we have in our 
2nd generation's success in inviting new member 
attendance to the reunions.   
 
See you ALL in Tucson.  Merry Christmas. 
  
Fernley Smith  



 Page 11     www.93bg.com 
 

2nd Air Division Association 
 
 Betty and I both hope everyone had a Wonderful 
Christmas.   
 We mentioned in the last article that the next 
2nd ADA Association Convention would be in Dallas, 
TX.   
 That has changed and the next one will be a 
cruise on Royal Caribbean "Enchantment of the Seas" 
sailing out of Baltimore MD.  A five day cruise to 
Bermuda and return to Baltimore.  All Veterans will have 
their full deposit made, once they have made 
reservations.  For full details you may contact "Catch a 
Wave Vacations," Phone: 972-824-0202, Email: 
www.catchawavevacations.com .  This sounds like an 
exciting way to hold a Convention.  It is certainly different 
from what we have had in the past.  We hope there will 
be a great deal of interest from the 93rd, as we would 
like to see you on board.  Passports will be required so 

anyone who is interested will need to start action soon to 
be ready.   
 In the not too distant future it looks like the 2nd 
ADA will dissolve. As you all know, I certainly would like 
to see more interest from the young members of the 
93rd, and am very gratified by those who have taken 
such an interest.  The Memorial Library in Norwich is 
such a unique tribute to those who gave their lives in 
WWll and we want to make sure we keep an American 
presence.   
  If there is anything I can do to present more 
details involving this issue, or the cruise, contact me by 
phone 321-259-6861 or email me JLee1922@aol.com.   
  
Best wishes for 2011.   
John L.  Lee, VP 2nd ADA  

 
Colonel John P. Horner Nominated for Brigadier General 

 
Congratulations to Colonel John P. Horner for his nomination for Brigadier General!  Evelyn Dole, Historian, 93d Air 
Ground Operations Wing/HO provided the recent news release:  “The following colonels have been nominated by the 
President to the Senate for appointment to the grade of brigadier general, United States Air Force.”  She stated: "He will 
be another in the long line of 93d General Officers."  Also, Ms. Dole provided Colonel Horner's biography, and highlights 
are below:. 
 
Colonel Horner is the Commander, 93d Air Ground Operations Wing, Moody Air 
Force Base, Georgia.  Colonel Horner is a 1986 graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and 1991 graduate of Fighter Weapons School. He has served in various 
flying and staff positions. While at the U.S. Air Force’s Aerospace Strategy 
Development Branch, he worked to stand up the Coal Warfighter program. At the 
Air Force Chief of Staff’s operations group, Colonel Horner oversaw development of 
the Air Force concept of operations. From 2001 to 2002, he helped formulate 
strategies used in combat for Operations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom, and also 
deployed from Saudi Arabia to Afghanistan during Operation Anaconda. In 2003 
and 2004, he commanded the 354th Fighter Squadron, leading it on deployment to 
austere bases in Iraq and Afghanistan. He has served as the deputy foreign policy 
advisor to the commander of United States European Command and as a political 
advisor for Joint Task Force-Lebanon during the 2006 Israeli-Lebanese War. He is 
a command pilot with more than 4,000 flight hours, predominantly in the A-10 
Thunderbolt II, and has flown combat missions over Iraq, the Balkans and 
Afghanistan. 
 

POW Poems* 
 

Our Classmates in the Sky 
They are the brave boys we flew with, some of whom yet have to die, 

Others will come here to join us while the rest continue to fly. 
Someday when the war is over and we hear of the battles won, 
Let's hope He'll have a record of the various deeds we've  done. 

 
* The poems were written by American Airmen that were being 
held captive in the German prison camp known as Stalag Luft 
1.  They were contained in a journal written and compiled by 
Walter Boychuk, Captain, U.S. 8th Air Force, Kriegsgefangenen 
No. 5407.  He was wounded and shot down over Le Harve, 
France on Sunday, August 13, 1944.  After his capture, he was 

taken to Berlin for medical care and then sent to Stalag Luft 1 
at Barth near the Baltic Sea.  He was there until April, 1945 
when the war in Europe ended.  Thanks to George McLean for 
providing the poems - additional poems will be included in 
future newsletters. 
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93rd BG Mini Reunion in England  
2011 

 
The 93rd BG Association is holding a mini reunion in England. Below is the preliminary agenda for the optional Pre-
Reunion and the Reunion events. 
 
                        Optional Pre-Reunion Events 
Wednesday May 25, 2011  Arrival at Norwich Hotel and relax 
Thursday May 26, 2011  Visit the town of Orford (Castle and Ness) 
Friday  May 27, 2011  Visit the town of Castle Acre (Castle and Priory) & Castle Rising 
 
                        Reunion Events 
Friday  May 27, 2011  Arrival at Norwich Hotel and relax  
 
Saturday May 28, 2011  2nd Air Division Memorial room at Library 
     Norwich Castle (Lunch at Castle Mall) 
     Norwich Cathedral 
     Walk by Sampson and Hercules 
     Possible tour of 2nd Air Div. Archive in Norwich 
     Dinner at true English pub 
 
Sunday  May 29, 2011  Church service at Topcroft church with people from Topcroft 
     Hardwick tour, 93rd BG museum & WWII aircraft collection 
     Lunch at Hardwick (fish & chips or Plowman lunch) 
     Return to hotel for an early start in the morning 
     Dinner in town 
 
Monday  May 30, 2011  Trip to Cambridge American Cemetery 
     Laying of 93rd BG wreath during Memorial Day Service 
     Return to Norwich for Farewell Dinner 
 
Tuesday May 31, 2011  Depart 
 
Please contact me via phone, email, or mail by January 31, 2011.  If you have already contacted me, please 
confirm again!  Please provide optional pre-tour (headcount), reunion (headcount), quantity of rooms, and any 
special needs.  If there is something special that you would like to see, please let me know and we can see if we can fit it 
in.  Colin and I want to make this a very special trip for all.  Once the head count and rooms are determined, we can 
finalize the hotel and pricing.  Please include your phone number in case I need to contact you for additional details.  The 
reunion fees will cover local transportation and some of the lunches.  Admission to tourist sites and main meals will be a la 
carte (a separate price for each item).  This will allow people to maintain dietary and budgetary concerns.  A detail 
package will be sent to all attending with final pricing and an estimate for admission and meals. 
 
See ya soon in England, 
 
Don Morrison (USA) and Colin Mann (England) 
93rd BG Association Mini-Reunion Coordinators 
1375 West Comet Rd., Clinton, OH 44216 
Cell (330) 819-6409     Home (330) 882-2536 
don.morrison@beis.com 
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2011 93rd BG Reunion 

 
Mark your calendars for the 2011 93rd Bombardment Group Annual Reunion!!! 

 
When:   October 20 - October 24, 2011    (Thursday - Monday) 
Where:   Tucson, Arizona 
Theme:   Flying High, Flying Low 
Hotel:     Radisson Suites Tucson Airport   (Easy access!!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come enjoy the planned activities with your fellow 
veterans and/or relatives with tours of the Pima Air and 
Space Museum, the AMARG airplane "boneyard", 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Old Tucson Studios, 
Sonora Desert Museum, dining, entertainment, guest 
speakers and more!  Learn about the 93rd 
Bombardment Groups role in securing our future with 
victories in Europe, Africa, and the Mediterranean with 
education sessions AND first hand accounts by our 
veterans! 

 
Our formal dinner will be on Saturday evening beneath 
the B-24 at Hanger #4 at the Pima Air and Space 
Museum.  A dinner dance is planned with plenty of time 
to reminisce and enjoy yourselves to the sounds of Big 
Band music.  Sunday morning includes a Southwestern 
Mariachi band/mass at St. Augustine Cathedral and 
downtown Tucson shopping.  More info to follow! 
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Folded Wings 

 
The information written about each veteran is compiled from available resources: Ted's Travelling Circus, emails, letters, 
obituary, and reunion photos.  The amount of information does not imply the value and importance of a veteran.  All 
veterans are equally honored for their role in WWII.   
JoAnne Sargent, Editor
 
Barton, Clarence, November 2010 
The Bulge /1944 December 11: Lieutenants C. W. Barton 328th, and Steph, 409th, landed on liberated emergency 
strips: Lieutenant Smith, 409th, reported in late.  Everybody okay.  Flying Beaver's Baby, Barton had lost one engine and 
50 percent power on another.  He put down on a P-47 strip in Belgium. (see p. 430*) 
 
Bird, Luther C. 
Circus in Hell / 1943 
Bomerang co-pilot Luther C. Bird wrote:  "We weren't in the wrong turn very long when Baker headed for Ploesti.  Our 
prop wash at zero altitude was so disturbing one man couldn't handle the flight controls with one hand and the engine 
settings with the other.  Flying off Joe Tate's left wing,  I was on the flight controls I kept my eyes on Tate.  Enoch Porter's 
Euroclydon immediately ahead, and Addison Baker's Hell's Wrench in the lead.  We were over a railroad track.  Roy Dahl 
worked our engines. 
 
The rail line we were following led to Columbia Aquila (White Five).  There was no highway or road paralleling this railway 
and a water purification plant stood on the west-northwest side of the railway.  A man on the catwalk with a trash scoop 
fell in the pool.  The top of a gas storage tank sailed through the air like a paper plate.  Aflame, Baker and Jerstad made it  
to the marshaling yard where the right  wing struck the ground.  Hell's Wench cartwheeled into the refinery and a field.  
Baker did everything he could to lead us to the target.  We dropped our bombs on White Five, which was not our target,  
at 1330--a half-hour behind a schedule." (see pp. 172, 177* also see picture under Mabee, Floyd) 
 
Brugnoni, Felix, March 23, 2010 
 
Clark, Alford G., November 17, 2010 
My father, Alford Gene Clark, Lt.Col USAF Retired, flew with the 93rd Bomb Group, 328th Bomb Squadron, from 
December 1943 until April 1944. I believe he was a member of the 93rd BG and received the Ball of Fire magazine. He 
retired in 1967 with over 26 years of active duty. Could you please announce this information in your magazine. It would 
be nice to chat with anyone that flew with him. 
  
Thank you, 
Gene S. Clark 
runningbrave37355@yahoo.com 
 
Compton, Clyde,  June 24, 2010 
  
Dahl, Donald R. 
 
Denbin, William 
November 5, 1943:  A mixed bag of 35-50 fighters attacked at 21,000-23,000 feet.  Circus gunners celebrated 10 kills.  
Credited were: Arthur W. Jenkins, William A. Apy, John E. Connolly, Carl Thomas, Leonard N. Gallaway and Roy Cook, 
Me-109s; William Denbin, Me-210; Albert H. Oser, Me-110; Oscar R. Street, FW-190; Herman C. Clay, Ju-88.  Credited 
with three probables were Ralph W. Cummings, D. E. Soracca, James Wisnoewski and Russell Geith,  a Dog Patch 
Raider gunner. (see p. 254*)
 
De Mont, Russell 

Circus in Hell / 1943: 
 
The last plane in Colonel George Brown's force was Valiant Virgin, piloted by Russell D. 
DeMont and Robert C. Murray.  They got on top of the refinery while laying a .50-cal. 
barrage into flak men within range, put their bombs into a cracking plant, and descended to 
the lowest possible altitude.  Crossing the city, they came upon  Brown and another B-24 in 
the foothills north of town.  One of DeMont's engines was not delivering full power.  DeMont 
said, "Rather than waste gas to keep up, I decided to throttle-back and withdraw alone."  
DeMont made it to Benghazi with fuel to spare. (see p. 182*) 
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Ebersviller, William (Bill) A. , August 26, 2010 
(Email from Jim Guddal) 
Bill Ebersviller of 509 West Cavour St., Fergus Falls, MN served as a bombardier in the 329th BS during the latter part of 
the war. His pilot was Gene Justen and a fellow crew man was member Ray Eck of Williamsport, PA. Spouse Nancy 
survives. 
 
Emmons, John 
Tidal Wave Under Way / 1943:  A wing tank gas leak caused the Circus Lieutenant John (Babe) Emmons to abort over 
Yugoslavia. (see p. 165*) 
 
Epting, Jake
Circus in Hell / 1943:  Kayo Dessert's co-pilot Jake Epting, called off flak batteries for Tupelo Lass gunners.  Bursts from 
the ground were pink stuff, white stuff, black stuff.  "Batteries at 8 o'clock... 12 o'clock... 3 o'clock.  Shoot all over!" shouted 
Epting, who saw two men in a battery slump to the ground.  They were pushed aside.  Others took over. (see p. 173*) 
 
Tupelo Lass, shepherded by Dessert and Epting, bombed and waddled along, also emerging intact.  "We banked 
southwest into a broad Ploesti boulevard,"  Dessert said.  "Ribbons of tracer bullets were coming like an illusion of railway 
tracks.  We lowered below tree-top level, passing through a million red lights--the muzzle blasts coming from roof-top 
automatic guns." (see p. 178*)
 
Justen, Eugene 

April 9, 1945: Landsberg Aerodrome, a major Luftwaffe jet base, 
compelled attention of the heavies.  Ten 20th Wing squadrons 
were off with 32 Circus Libs in trail.  Two 93rd planes returned 
prematurely.  Strike photos evidenced excellent visual bomb-
runs executed by all three Hardwick squadrons: Major Bullock, 
air commander; Lieutenant Justen, lead pilot.  Each Circus Lib 
carried 8 x 250-pound demolition bombs. 
 
April 15, 1945: Colonel Therman Brown was air commander 
and Captain Stepp, lead pilot.  They herded the Circus up front 
in the 20th Wing alignment.  It was another long haul to the 
Royan area to silence the only remaining long-range and ack-
ack guns along the Atlantic Coast.  Take-off at 0445.   
 
Lieutenants Justen and Buffington led the high-right and low-left 
squadrons, respectively.  Again excellent results were obtained 
during individual squadron bomb runs.  Napalm in 100-gallon 
papiermache wing tanks and incendiaries were released from 
bomb-bay racks.  It was the Eighth's first--and only--use of 
napalm. 
 
Mosquito weather scouting was superior; no flak or enemy 

fighters encountered; everybody was okay among 31 Circus crews. 
 
The Royan efforts were closely coordinated with French land, sea, and air units.  After several days of fighting, the French 
took the German surrender.  (Ultimately, the Soviets held by the Germans and utilized as ammo bearers, were returned to 
their homeland by rail.  Once inside Soviet territory, they died with their boots on.) (see pp. 475, 478, 479*) 
 
Hall, William I. 
 
Geith, Russell 
Pressing On / 1943 August 16: Duplicate claims by Circus gunners necessitated adjustments.  Sergeant Albert Oser 
bagged three Italian Macchi 202s.  Other 202s were claimed by Russell Geith, Merle Wolf, Frank Durante and Bill 
Doerner.  (see p. 233*, also see excerpt for Denbin, William) 
 
Keeling, Clyde E. 
Heavenly Daze / 1944 January 28: Sergeant Clyde Keeling, a sergeant-bombardier, completed his 25th on the 15-ship 
No-Ball run to Bonnieres.  "The easiest of them all," declared the Tulsa veteran.  There were no Circus losses. (see p. 
273*)
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League, Miles R., September 24, 2010 
(Email from Phyllis and Joe Duran) 
It is with a heavy heart that I write . We received word this morning that 
Miles R. League has folded his wings on Sept. 24,2010.  
 
Joe and I feel that Miles was one of the most gracious men we have ever 
had the honor to know.  He and his wife Gibby are prime examples of what 
southern hospitality is all about. We are so appreciative to them both for 
taking time to help and share their memories with us. 
 
Miles started cadet training in 1-16-1942, his parents had had to sign for 
him because he was underage. By May 1943 he would find himself in 
England as a 2nd LT. and Pilot of the Greyhound Express with the 409th 
Squadron.  

 
Miles would fly many memorable missions with the 93rd including the Low Level Ploesti Mission August 1,1943.  He 
would fly Death Dealer on October 9,1943 the mission was to Danzig, Poland. Where he had to make an emergency 
landing in Sweden, he and his crew were interned until December 29,1943.  
 
After returning to Hardwick he would resume combat flying again . On February 25,1943 on the Furth Mission, they would 
be shot down on the Duchess and would become POW's in Stalug Luft 1  Brart, Germany. It was Miles' 22nd mission. 
After the war he would continue his Military service until he retired as a Lt. Col.  
 
To have had the honor of listening to this amazing man's story told in the most unassuming and gracious way will stay 
with Joe and I the rest of our lives.  
 
Honored warrior and friend, rest well in God's loving arms. 
Waking to hear Him say, "Welcome home son, job well done".

Obituary highlights from Thomas McAfee Funeral Home Greenville, SC:  
 
Colonel Miles Richard League, USAF (Ret.), joined the Army Air Corps in January 1942. He became a pilot in the Eighth 
Air Force, 93rd Bomb Wing and flew 23 B-24 missions during WWII from bases in England and North Africa. He flew the 
first low level bombing mission on the Ploesti Oil refineries in Romania. Later, he was shot down, interned in Sweden for 
three months, and then returned to service. He was again shot down over Germany, was captured and held in Stalag Luft 
I for 15 months before being liberated in May 1945. 
 
Colonel League was a command pilot, flew SAC missions during the Korean War, commanded a Titan II Strategic Missile 
Wing, and flew C-130 missions in Vietnam. He belonged to the Order of the Daedalians. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star, the Air Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters, the European Theatre Operations 
Medal with eight Battle Stars, the POW Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal, and other Campaign Medals.
 
Long, 1st Lt. Louis F. 
(Picture and email from son, Phil Long) 
 

Bottom row:  Bill Cole - Radio, Nick 
Romanchik - nose turret, Phil Yessian - 
engineer, Art Kinsey - waist gun, John Melley 
- waist gun, Gail Hartman - tail turret 
Rear row:  Jim Wilson - Co pilot, Leon Glick - 
navigator, Louis Long - pilot 
 
Louis F. Long was a pilot in the 93rd during 
late 1944 and 1945.  He completed his 35th 
mission in April 1945.   
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Mabee, Floyd 
(Note from Cal Davidson) 
Floyd Mabee was an original 93rd BG member, on the Ploesti raid and was the instigator in getting the 93rd BG 
Association started. While talking to Charlie Weiss on ham radio he gave me Floyd's address and was the one I contacted 
when first trying to find other members of the 93rd. I checked all my records but could not find what crew Floyd  flew with. 
 
1943: Tired Circus warriors headed for the States, many having overstayed to fly more than the statutory 25 missions.  
Among those bound for hero welcomes were Mort Macks, Claude Culpepper, Joe Huberty, Roger the Lodger Ahlquist, 
Archie Rantala, Ed Janic, Jim Latane, Floyd Mabee, Jim South, Jim Cowan, Mahlon Cressey, Joe Cueller, and of course, 
numerous others. 
 

The Las Vegas reunion in October 1992 was fun.  
Kneeling: Floyd Mabee, Morton Macks, Paul Steichen; 
standing: Elmer Dawley, Luther C. Bird, Llewelly (Lew) 
Brown, Joseph Beach, John Sherman, Henry Betz.  
Original Circus pilots are Macks, Bird, Brown. (see pp. 
238- 239, 500*) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neidenthal, Kenneth W.,  September 16, 2010 
(Email from his wife, JoAnn Neidenthal) 
 
After graduating valedictorian of his high school Ken entered the United States Army Air Corp and proudly served his 
country during WWII.  Ken saw action over Germany and North Africa in B-24 Liberators "Bomerang" and "Eager Beaver" 
out of Hardwick England, completing 25 missions.  He was honored with the Distinguished Flying Cross, EAME Theater 
Ribbon with 3 Bronze Stars, Air Medals with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters.  After the war, he entered The Ohio State University 
and received a B.S. Degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
 
Paine, Dr. Wilmar 

 Major Wilmar (Doc) Paine the Group medical doctor and flight surgeon discovered one case of 
venereal disease brought from England.  During one month when some of the crew was grounded Doc. 
Paine reported "For a short time, we treated more broken bones, adhesions and open wounds due to 
errant bicycling than we did for combat injuries."  
 D-Day /1944 1500:  Briefing for Number Four, postponed from 1300.  The target for 17 Circus 
ships: the highway chokepoint immediately north of Coutances.  This mission was scrubbed due to 
"fluidity" at the front.  
 Major Bill Paine, Group surgeon, announced he had benzedrine tablets for combatants needing 
to stay alert and sleeping pills for those needing to unwind.  After the scrubbing of Number Four, his 
relaxer business turned brisk.  Five minutes later, Number Four was on again and a queue formed for 
benzedrine.  Everyone took the scrubbing, unscrubbing and successive trips to Paine's apothecary 

stand in good humor.  (see pp. 5, 61, 102, 333*) 
 
Rake, George E.  
 
Richardson, William C. 
 
Rosen, Eugene,  Navigator-329th Squadron 
 
Secor, Harold 
Picture: Sergeants Samuel J. Delcambre of Iberia, LA (left) and Harold Secor of Savannah, NY admire British battledress 
issued while in North Africa. 
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Pilot Joe Tate (major and 328th Squadron commander) and Harold Secor had flown 
500,000 miles together in Ball of Fire and Ball of Fire Junior.  Excerpts from Tate's letter to 
Secor's mother while Secor was in a German hospital:  
 
I may be slightly prejudiced. 'Seegar' (that's what we called him) was on my crew.  The crew 
of Ball of Fire and Ball of Fire Junior  was the best of them all.  We had our faults but our 
teamwork was perfect.  Many times Harold was responsible for getting us home.  His 
courage under fire and adverse conditions helped us all.  Many times I've seen him at his 
radios calmly finding out where we were and putting us straight for home when weather 
prevented navigator Thaddeus Hawkins from bringing us in.  I've seen Harold cooly snap 
pictures through open bomb-bay doors with flak bursting all around us, and carefully 
directing our gunners' fire while under attack by fighters.  In addition to being a fine 

radioman and an excellent team worker, he was a real gentleman.  I consider myself lucky to know him and count him as 
one of my best friends.  I've recommended him for a commission. (see pp. 88, 95*) 
 
Whitted, Carl L. 
 
Zontini, Lawrence 
 
* Ted's Travelling Circus by Carroll (Cal) Stewart 
 
 

INFORMATION REQUEST 
Please send me any information related to the 93rd 
Bomb Group for the people below.  I did not find them 
listed in Ted's Travelling Circus book.   
 
Bud Curtis (written on the Folded Wings list at the last 
reunion, Savannah, GA) 
Gilbert Davis 
Carlton Frederick Taylor  

 
Thank you, 
JoAnne Sargent, 93rd BG Editor 
1458 Locust St. 
Denver, CO 80220 
home 303-333-0698 
email: joyridcp@msn.com 
 

 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 
From: blokstok@ziggo.nl 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
Subject: BOYD, Robert H 32607560 S/Sgt 
Date: Sun, 5 Sep 2010 21:12:54 +0200 
Hello, I'm Marcel Wijnstok from the Netherlands, I 
adopted the grave of Robert H Boyd at Margraten 
cemetery.(see attachement) 
I've done some research on finding relatives but so far I 
did not succeed. 

Maybe you can help me find or redirect me in my search. 
I hope you can help me out. 
  
With kind regards, 
  
Marcel Wijnstok 
Dreef 250 
3956EZ  Leersum 
the Netherlands 

 
From: JOANNE and WILLIAM SARGENT 
[mailto:joyridecp@msn.com]  
Sent: Sunday, September 05, 2010 6:15 PM 
To: blokstok@ziggo.nl; *Don Morrison 
Subject: RE: BOYD, Robert H 32607560 S/Sgt 
  
Hello, Marcel Wijnstok, 
  

Thank you so much for adopting the grave of Robert H 
Boyd.  
  
I have included our Historian, Don Morrison to see if he 
can help you. 
  
Take care. 
JoAnne Sargent, 93rd BG Newsletter Editor

 
From: doniac1967@sbcglobal.net 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; blokstok@ziggo.nl 
Subject: RE: BOYD, Robert H 32607560 S/Sgt 
Date: Tue, 21 Sep 2010 18:29:00 -0400 
 
 

Hi,  
Please send me the info on the grave.  Name rank serial 
# and date of death.  I will see what I can find on him. 
  
Thx, 
 Don M 
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Date: Mon, 13 Sep 2010 18:24:01 -0700 
From: chinook.driver@yahoo.com 
Subject: 93rd BG request 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
Hello, My name is David and I am trying to find some 
info on my grandfather, Wilmer Sanders, he was in the 
93rd as a bombardier and I believe his rank was Second 
Lieutenant. He was taken POW in Germany but I'm not 
sure when. I was hoping to find out what plane he was 

on and what mission he was on when he was taken 
POW, thank you so much for your help in this matter. 
 
CW2 David Powell 
B co 5/158 Aviation 
FOB Shank, Afghanistan 

 
From: joyridecp@msn.com 
To: chinook.driver@yahoo.com; 
doniac1967@sbcglobal.net 
Subject: RE: 93rd BG request 
Date: Thu, 16 Sep 2010 17:52:30 -0600 
 
Hello, David, 
Maybe our Historian, Don Morrision can help you.   
  
Don, 
Can you help David find info about his grandfather, 
Wilmer Sanders, please? 
  
This is what I found in the book Ted's Travelling Circus 
by Carroll (Cal) Stewart, page 394. 
  
September 11, 1944: The target was the Reich's key 
and oft-visited Magdeburg oil refinery where Germanic 
genius and slave laborers continued to demonstrate 
amazing recuperative power.  Thirty-seven were off at 
0830 hours. 
  
Captain Louis Novotny's ship--989-V-- took a direct flak 
hit over the target.  Aboard the popular Major George O. 
McCafferty, 328th CO serving as formation commander.  
Thirteen men were on the 989-V manifest, but only 
seven or eight chutes were counted. 
  

From an accompanying ship, Captain William M. Bryan 
witnessed the Novotny-McCafferty downing. 
  
Also, MIA were the crews of Lieutenant Ray Joe Fulco of 
329th Squadron and Lieutenant Fred E. Rylee of 409th, 
both savaged by target flak. 
  
Lieutenant Theodore J. Gormley, another 329th pilot, 
penned this testimony: 
     Thirty seconds after bombs-away, we encountered 
large flak bursts.  Fulco seemed to drop out of 
formation.  A few seconds later, Fulco's ship passed 
under my left wing, a very large hole in the top right of 
the fuselage above the command deck.  The side of the 
ship seemed ablaze.  My waist-gunner, Sergeant 
Bowman reported eight chutes.  It was possible all 
managed to bail-out. 
  
Footnote: Becoming POWs with Fulco were: Lieutenants 
Edward A. Slocum (co-pilot), William L. Schulte 
(navigator), Wilmer Sanders (bombardier); Sergeants 
Robert W. Rickersen (engineer), Orval Reeder (tail-
gunner), Stanley M. Briggs (nose-gunner), Jeremiah J. 
O'Conner (waist-gunner). 
  
 
Take care, 
JoAnne Sargent, 93rd BG Newsletter Editor 

 

 
From: dogpatchraider@gmail.com 
To: doleej@gmail.com 
CC: jguddal@yahoo.com; joyridecp@msn.com; 109clearview@verizon.net 
Subject: 93rd BG (Early on Officers) 1942 
Date: Mon, 4 Oct 2010 18:21:19 -0700 
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Evelyn, 
  
I was going over your article in the 93rd BG News letter Ball of Fire on the early History of the group. this photo is part of 
an early collection of the groups photos. I am looking for ID's of the officers in this shot. If you are interested ,we have a 
number of photos of the early history that we would gladly share 
  
One ID I have is second from Left to Right is Claude A. Culpepper of Poplarville, Mississippi  (Bombardier) My wife Phyllis 
and I help out with the 93rd BG reunions. Our uncle Capt Joe Avendano was an Original member of the group. 
  
Best Regards 
Joe and Phyllis Duran 
 
 
From: james.murphy@dhhs.nc.gov 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
CC: candjm@btes.tv; jwcarney@tndagc.org 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2010 15:33:33 -0400 
Subject: 93rd Bomb Group History - Capt. C. M. Murphy, 
Jr. 
My dad, Charles M. Murphy, Jr., was a founding member 
of the 93rd Bomb Group, and several years ago (2001)on 
the Pearl Harbor anniversary, I had a chance to ask him 
about his WWII experiences, which he had never 
completely disclosed to my brother (Charlie), sister 
(Sarah) and me while we were growing up.  His 
response was a pause, then he indicated that much of it 
was things he had not cared to talk about.  He 
mentioned a few things on the phone, and later, I asked 
him if he would write them down.  When he agreed, I 
sent him several legal notepads and pens for Christmas, 
2001.  He filled several pads, and afterwards, my brother 
and I transcribed them digitally.  We distributed his 
account to members of our family, and it sat for most of 
the past decade as a valuable memo of my Dad’s 
personal history.  This past year (2010), my family 
experienced a number of changes, the loss of my Mom 
(they were married for over 67 years!) and the move of 
my Dad into a smaller apartment, where he now lives in 
a small town in central Tennessee. 
 Over the recent years, my brother had discovered the 
93rd Bomb Group website, and wrote an email, which 
was subsequently picked up by others associated with 
the Group, including our peers, sons of pilots in the 93rd.  
My Dad actually heard from a few, who apparently got 
his contact information from the Group.  One of those 
who contacted my Dad was John Carney, a District 
Attorney in Tennessee, who’s Dad was a member of the 
93rd, and had actually flown with my Dad on a couple of 
flights when they were in North Africa.  John first met my 
Dad earlier this spring, and through subsequent phone 
calls agreed to meet my brother and me earlier this 

summer.  We brought rough copies of my Dad’s writings, 
plus much of my Dad’s accumulations of books, 
pamphlets, and other documentation from his pilot 
training and subsequent Air Force experience.  I now 
have those books, and subsequently, I will be glad to 
send a catalog of the material to see if any of it is worth 
passing along, either as copies or loans.  Later, when I 
have a chance to review the material, I’ll also send a few 
pictures of him taken during the WWII times. 
 I have attached my Dad’s story, and I do think it adds to 
the history of the 93rd, and my brother and I gladly pass 
it along.  I have edited it a bit, adding a few section 
headers, a couple of comments, and taking out some of 
the more personal anecdotes, but I think I have left quite 
a bit of his personal perspective.  My Dad is quite proud 
of his experiences, and we are certainly proud to learn 
through men like John Carney just how important my 
Dad’s experiences and memories are.  There is quite a 
bit on his experiences learning to fly the B-24, which 
may add to that history as well.   
 My Dad is almost 91 (October 15), and he is not in the 
greatest of health, with various ailments that keep him 
from too much activity.  He had considered coming to 
the reunion this month, but is scheduled for surgery later 
in the month for removal of a skin cancer problem, His 
short-term memory is showing signs of becoming limited, 
but his long-term memory of the years in the 93rd are still 
strong.  My brother and I hope this contributes to the 
proud memory and history of the 93rd! 
All the best, 
  
Jim Murphy 
 James C. Murphy 
GSEC, CISSP, ISSMP, CISA, CISM 
Information Security Architect 
NC DHHS OMMISS 
office 919-647-8351 
cell 919-641-2256 

 
 

 
From: joyridecp@msn.com 
To: james.murphy@dhhs.nc.gov; 
doniac1967@sbcglobal.net; dogpatchraider@gmail.com; 
109clearview@verizon.net; marxj@genco.com 
Subject: FW: 93rd Bomb Group History - Capt. C. M. 
Murphy, Jr. 
Date: Fri, 8 Oct 2010 17:21:23 -0600 
 

Hello Jim Murphy, 
  
Thank you for sharing your father's story with us.  Your 
father's story is very important to us since our purpose 
as a group is "to carry on the traditions and memories of 
the 93rd Bomb Group". 
  
I am forwarding your email to our Historian, Don 
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Morrison, Joe and Phyllis Duran (Reunion Committee 
and very active members), and our President, John 
Marx.  
  

I wish you and your family the best. 
 Take care, 
JoAnne Sargent, 93 BG Editor 

 
Date: Mon, 11 Oct 2010 11:13:30 -0700 
Subject: Re: FW: 93rd Bomb Group History - Capt. C. M. 
Murphy, Jr. 
From: dogpatchraider@gmail.com 
To: james.murphy@dhhs.nc.gov 
CC: doniac1967@sbcglobal.net; 
109clearview@verizon.net; marxj@genco.com; 
joyridecp@msn.com 
Jim 
  
 First let me thank you for sharing your families ties with 
the 93rd BG and your father's military history as well. As 
we have seen in many cases, our veterans and loved 
ones are passing their WWII experiences to us late in 
their years. This is a wonderful gift not just for your 
family but for those families that had loved ones that did 
not survive. In many cases families are able to find 
peace in the fact that their loved ones were never 
forgotten and are still remembered ,even after all these 
years. 
  
I for one would love to see your catalog of material and if 
possible review any other treasures that you would like 
to share. My uncle Joe Avendano was your dads co-

pilot. As original members of the 93rd BG and crew 
members they survived many close calls together. First 
stateside in training and then to England with 
the 93rd BG  329th sq in a ship called Thunder Bird. 
Their first combat mission was over Lille France ,Oct 
9,1942. They flew together until the group headed for 
North Africa. Uncle Joe Avendano stayed in England 
and your dad was sent down south with the rest of the 
group. 
  
I am sorry to hear that your dad will not make the 
reunion in Savannah this year. My wife Phyllis and I 
were looking forward to the possibility  of meeting with 
Pat, at the Mighty Eighth Museum 
  
Looking forward to hear from you. 
Best regards 
Joe and Phyllis Duran 
Nephew of Capt. Joe Avendano  1st co-pilot of Charles 
M Murphy Thunder Bird crew. 
  
Ph  805 525-4681 
Email  dogpatchraider@gmail.com   

 
 

Date: Mon, 31 May 2010 20:30:05 -0700 
From: gmlustig@yahoo.com 
Subject: info on member of the 93rd 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
  
I am looking for info on which crew my mother's husband 

Forrest Oren Henson would have been part of in the 
93rd Bombardment Group. He was killed on Dec. 23, 
1943 and was listed as MIA for the duration of the war. 
He fought in the European Theatre. I appreciated any 
information. Michelle Lustig 

 
Date: Mon, 20 Dec 2010 19:33:41 -0800 
From: gmlustig@yahoo.com 
Subject: RE: info on member of the 93rd 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
 

I never heard from any one in regards to Forrest Oren 
Henson's service with the 93rd.  I had hoped that 
someone would know if one of the pictures on your web 
site was of his crew.  Thanks so much, I know this is a 
busy time of year.  I hope to take my mom to Illinois this 
summer to see his headstone that his family had put up.  
He was in a crew who was never recovered and my 
mom knows little of what happened.  He was listed as an 
MIA until the end of the war when he was declared 
dead.  Thanks, Michelle Lustig 
 

 

From: don.morrison@beis.com 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; gmlustig@yahoo.com 
CC: don.morrison@beis.com 
Date: Tue, 21 Dec 2010 08:42:10 -0500 
Subject: RE: info on member of the 93rd - Forrest Oren 
Henson 
Hi Michelle,  
  
This is what I have for Forrest Henson. 
MIA on 12/22/43  
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B-24 42-41002 RCL “O” of the 409th Bomb Squadron.  It is shown as 002 O on the flight records.  Lost over Rotterdam 
(Osnabruck) 
Pilot Lt. Richard Mays.  Aircraft Commander Lt Col. Joe Tate. 
The Missing aircrew report is MACR 2183 
  
I suggest you request a copy from: 
Air Force Historical Research Agency 
  
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Central Time Zone 
AFHRA 
600 Chennault Circle 
Maxwell AFB, AL 
36112-6424 
(334) 953-2395 
  
afhranews@maxwell.af.mil 
  
**As next of kin there is no charge.  Once you receive it, 
please send me a copy and I can help you interpret it. 

  
I have attached a scan of the 409th BS mission list and 
the only photo that I have of 42-41002.  The painting on 
the nose is the 409th BS patch that many on the 409th 
planes had. 
  
Thx, 
  
Don M

 
 
From: bulge@hotmail.com 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; 
webmaster@93rdbombardmentgroup.com 
Subject: WW2/Sroubek/93 BG Request 
Date: Sun, 17 May 2009 11:36:13 +0000 
 
Dear Sir, Madam: 
Please assist me in regard of the following.  I do 
research about US servicemen that were killed in WW 2 
and are/were buried in the US Military Cemetery in 
Holland, near where I live.  I am searching information 
about and in particular a picture from: Pravdomil 
Sroubek (or Srowbek), Staff Sergeant.  He was killed in 

action December 22, 1943.  His Army service number: 
35324375.  He was from Cuyahoga County, OH, born 
1917.  In particular I am seeking a picture from him. 
There may have been some kind of article in a 
newspaper in 1943, or in a yearbook. 
 
Any info/help will be welcome. 
Can you help? 
Thank you in advance, 
best regards from Holland, 
Antoine Nouens 
bulge@hotmail.com

 

From: joyridecp@msn.com 
To: doniac1967@sbcglobal.net; k8qgc@aol.com; 
dogpatchraider@gmail.com; bulge@hotmail.com 
Subject: FW: WW2/Sroubek/93 BG Request 
Date: Thu, 11 Jun 2009 21:10:45 -0600 
 

Antoine, Sorry for the delay. 
  
Can someone please help Antoine Nouens? 
  
Thanks, 
JoAnne

 

From: bulge@hotmail.com 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; doniac1967@sbcglobal.net; 
k8qgc@aol.com; dogpatchraider@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: WW2/Sroubek/93 BG Request 
Date: Wed, 15 Dec 2010 17:24:00 +0000 
 
Hello JoAnne and others, 
  
We have been emailing about 
Sroubek/Srowbeck (please see below). 
  
I still was not able to find a pic from him. 
  
I just wanted to give it another try. 
He was member of Harry A. Daywalt's crew btw. 
 

  
Your help is appreciated. 
Best from Holland 
Antoine 
  
http://www.wwiimemorial.com/registry/search/pframe.as
p?HonoreeID=392226&popcount=2&tcount=8 
 
SSgt. Pravdomil Sroubek, 26, whose mother, Mrs. 
Josephine Sroubek, lived at 3246 E. 57th Street, was 
killed over Germany December 22, 1943. SSgt. 
Sroubek, a gunner on a Liberator bomber and holder of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for his part in the raid on 
the Ploesti oil fields in Romania, previously had been 
reported missing on the day he was killed. He was 
graduated from East Technical High School and worked 
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for the Automotive Parts Co. before his enlistment in 
September 1942. In May 1943, he left for overseas duty. 
In addition to his mother, he was survived by a brother, 
Pfc. Alfred, in the Atlantic war zone. 
SSgt. Sroubek is interred in the American Cemetery at 
The Netherlands. (Netherlands Cemetery is the only 
cemetery in the Netherlands. It lies in the village at 
Margraten 6 miles east of Maastricht). 

  
Information as gathered from the Cleveland Press & 
Plain Dealer, January 22, September 16 & 17, 1944. 
 
 
 
 

 
From: bulge@hotmail.com 
To: joyridecp@msn.com; doniac1967@sbcglobal.net; k8qgc@aol.com; dogpatchraider@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: WW2/Sroubek/93 BG Request 
Date: Wed, 15 Dec 2010 17:27:56 +0000 
 
Harry A. Daywalt, Jr. 
 
 

 
From: joyridecp@msn.com 
To: bulge@hotmail.com; k8qgc@aol.com; 
dogpatchraider@gmail.com; don.morrison@beis.com 
Subject: RE: WW2/Sroubek/93 BG Request 
Date: Tue, 21 Dec 2010 18:03:31 -0700 
 
Antoine, 
Our Historian, Don Morrison has a new email address.  I 
found Pravdomil Sroubek listed in the book Ted's 
Travelling Circus by Carroll (Cal) Stewart.  There is no 
picture of the crew just a footnote:  Lieutenant Harry A. 
Daywalt (409th Squadron) was KIA (Killed in Action), 
Crewmen MIA (Missing in Action) were: Lieutenants 

Orval B. Carder (co-pilot), Russell S. Unangst, Robert E. 
McFaddin; Sergeants Colin N. Jones, Arthur J. DeMario, 
Darrell V. Parrott, Pravidomil Sroubek, Robert D. 
Bogan.  Becoming POWs (Prisoner of War) were 
Carder, Jones, Unangst, DeMario. 
 
Don, 
Are you able to find a picture of Sergeant Pravidomil 
Sroubek? 
   
Thanks, 
JoAnne Sargent 

 
 
To: joyridecp@msn.com 
Subject: Lt. Col. Addison Baker 
Date: Mon, 1 Nov 2010 16:45:09 -0400 
From: geombaker@aol.com 
  
My wife, Marabel, joins me in extending our great thanks 
to all who arranged the wonderful reunion in Savannah. 
As first time attendees, we received a very warm 
welcome, and we greatly enjoyed meeting as many as 
we could. The program was superb. Well done. 

My current quest is to find out as much as I can about 
my father's first cousin, Lt. Col. Addison Baker.  I would 
welcome any information about Addison - his character, 
his family, any stories, his background. 
 
I may be reached  
by email at geombaker@aol.com,  
by phone at 949 769 1807, or  
by mail at 6 Ironwood Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660. 
 
Thank you, 
George M. Baker 

 
Major Kenneth Weeks Root, Jr. was the "ranking" Engineering Officer for the 93rd Bombardment Group. 

 
Born in Cooperstown, New York he was active in Boy 
Scouts, all sports in school, worked in his father's 
hardware store, and loved to hunt as a boy.  He 
graduated in 1939 from MIT with a degree in 
Engineering and was inducted into the Army on 
February 28th, 1941, reporting to Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina for basic training.  By October 10th, 1941 he 
was selected as an aviation cadet and began training at 
Chanute Field, Illinois.  His next assignment would bring 
him to Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana, as part of 
the newly formed 93rd B-24 Bombardment Group, and 
the 409th Squadron.   
 Although his time was short at Barksdale, he 
met the love of his life, Helen Slawson. She was a local 

gal from Mansfield, La who after high school, graduated 
from Louisiana Normal College, and worked in the 
accounting office at Barksdale.  After 6 weeks of 
courtship, they were married in the chapel, on base, on 
May 16th, 1942.   Their honeymoon trip would take them 
through Baton Rouge, and on to Ft. Myers, Florida!  
After 3 1/2 months of intense training, they moved up to 
New Hampshire to prepare for the journey overseas.  
Taking off and flying in the lead plane on Labor Day 
1942, they dipped their wings to the wives below, and 
Captain Root would not see his bride again, until June of 
1945, 1,057 days!  
 He was responsible for all maintenance of the B-
24 409th squadron initially, and later rose to the rank of 
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Major in March, 1944, over the entire 93rd fleet of (4) 
squadrons.  The 461st Sub-Depot had over 250 men 
dedicated to ensuring the crews flew safely and without 
problems on their missions.  Much of the ground work 
and hanger time was completed throughout the night, to 
ready the B-24s for service early for takeoff.  During 
classes at the Pratt/Whitney training schools, pre-
wartime, it would take over a week to "swap out" an 
engine.  At Hardwick, they were able to complete the 
task in a matter of hours!  He travelled on missions to 
North Africa and the Middle East, including Ploesti 
support.   
 He was very dedicated in writing home to his 
family of parents, 2 brothers, a sister, and Helen and her 
family, while overseas.  He wrote of his love for her, 
daily, future dreams of raising a large family on a dairy 
farm, that he was okay and getting "plenty to eat", and 
loved to read magazines and the bible in any spare time 
he had to himself! He was a local, hometown “hero” to 
Cooperstown, New York, known for the Baseball Hall of 
Fame.  He was even chosen for a radio broadcast live 

from London back to the states on August 12, 1943, 
saying everything was “okay”, and telling of local “boys” 
he had seen in England, sponsored by a Syracuse radio 
station. 
 He returned after surviving the war, on the 
Queen Mary, arriving in New York harbor in June, 1945.  
He spent the summer relaxing, hunting, helping his 
father, and reuniting with his wife.  He eventually 
became a highway engineer for a consulting engineering 
firm, raising 6 children on a dairy farm in Greene, New 
York.  Unfortunately, he died in 1968 at the young age of 
51. 
 Veterans of the 93rd who knew of him, say that 
he was always professional, a “great person”, very 
smart, good with his people, very well respected, and 
kept the maintenance groups in the best shape!  The 
93rd couldn't have accomplished everything they did, 
without the strong support, leadership and help of all of 
the ground crews, and especially the men of the 
engineering 461st Sub-depot! 

         
At Hardwick                                    Receiving Bronze Star from Col. Humphrey                Helen and Kenneth Roots 
 

Recipe Corner 
Recipe by Alberta Delguidice 
Peanut Butter and Jelly Bars  
Prep Time: 10 min Inactive Prep Time: 1 hr Cook Time: 
45 min  
Level: Intermediate Serves: 24 bars Ingredients 
 
1/2 pound (2 sticks) unsalted butter, at room 
temperature  
1 1/2 cups sugar  
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract  
2 extra-large eggs, at room temperature  
2 cups (18 ounces) creamy peanut butter 
(recommended: Skippy)  
3 cups all-purpose flour  
1 teaspoon baking powder  
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt  
1 1/2 cups (18 ounces) raspberry jam or other jam  
2/3 cups salted peanuts, coarsely chopped  
Directions 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.  
Grease a 9 by 13 by 2-inch cake pan. Line it with 
parchment paper, then grease and flour the pan.  

 
In the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the paddle 
attachment, cream the butter and sugar on  
medium speed until light yellow, about 2 minutes. With 
the mixer on low speed, add the vanilla,  
eggs, and peanut butter and mix until all ingredients are 
combined.  
 
In a small bowl, sift together the flour, baking powder, 
and salt. With the mixer on low speed,  
slowly add the flour mixture to the peanut butter mixture. 
Mix just until combined.  
 
Spread 2/3 of the dough into the prepared cake pan and 
spread over the bottom with a knife or  
offset spatula. Spread the jam evenly over the dough. 
Drop small globs of the remaining dough  
evenly over the jam. Don't worry if all the jam isn't 
covered; it will spread in the oven. Sprinkle  
with chopped peanuts and bake for 45 minutes, until 
golden brown. Cool and cut into squares.  
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Recipe from Emma Marx 
Air Force Dessert  
1 package Oreos 
1/4 cup butter 
1/2 gallon ice cream 
Peanuts  
Hot fudge 

Cool Whip 
 
Crunch Oreos and mix with butter. Press down into a 
9x13 pan. Cover with ice cream, as much hot fudge, 
peanuts, and cool whip as desired. Freeze.  

ALL  ABOARD!  The Ball of Fire Express to Seattle in 2012 
 Many of our vets rode trains to assigned induction centers, to training bases and eventually back home after the 
war.   Amtrak has a direct route from Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Washington DC to Seattle.   That’s where our 
2012 reunion will be.   Amtrak also has a direct route from San Diego to Seattle.  Some of our members took the train to 
Shreveport in 2009 and to Savannah in 2010.  Just picture it!  Some of you get on in Boston.   A few more board in New 
York and so forth.   We pick up more of you in Chicago, Minneapolis and off we go.  It is a four day trip for those boarding 
in Boston and two days from Mpls.  Same process if one goes from San Diego.   Along the way we see some of the best 
scenery in the USA.   Getting excited yet?    By the time the Ball of Fire arrives in Seattle, you are already warmed up for 
the big party.   What fun!! 
 Sound a little crazy?  Maybe, but wouldn’t it be a riot! (figure of speech).  Some of us talked about it in Savannah 
and the consensus was YES, LET’S DO IT!  If you think this train is one you would like to be on, send me an e-mail 
jguddal@yahoo.com or send me a note.    Jim Guddal , P O Box 47336 Plymouth, MN 55447.      Do you think Amtrak 
would paint some nose art on its lead engine?    
 

Membership Corner 
 
We welcome the following new members to the 93rd Bomb Group Association Family!!!! 
          Member (Vets are in Bold)                   Connection to 93rd BG 
Paul & Carol Shubeck   1st Lt. Fred E. Shubeck, 328th   “Ma’s Worry”   
Nicolas Timmer    2nd Lt. Robert Timmer, 330th  “Duchess” “Utah Man”  KIA 
Kenneth Root III   Maj. Kenneth W. Root, 409th  
Brian Hennip     LtCol  Raymond Eck, 328th , USAF Retired 
Craig Blumenfeld 
Candy Bernard    1st Lt. Leon E. Bernard, 328th     “Ma’s Worry” 
Karen DelGuidice   T/Sgt. Louis DelGuidice, 328th    “On the Ball” 
Sandy Comstock   T/Sgt. Louis DelGuidice, 328th    “On the Ball” 
Debie Dady    T/Sgt. Louis DelGuidice, 328th    “On the Ball” 
Linda Wishart    T/Sgt. Louis DelGuidice, 328th    “On the Ball” 
Samantha & Jane England 
Blaine & Robyn Duxbury  Friends of the 93rd 
Jack Greco    S/Sgt. Gunner/Engineer, 329th, 446  “O’Rourke/Werewolves” 
James Hines     
Chris Timberlake   Gen. Ted Timberlake 
Karen Strombom Parker   Fred Strombom 
Juanita K Hudnell   S/Sgt/Lloyd E. Hudnell, 
William L. Hudnell 
McCosh Thayer    1st Lt. Donald Porter, 409th  
Stephen Tiller 
James & Margie Vest   T/Sgt, 328th,  “Euroclydon” 
Tom Vest     
If any member wants to contact another member, please contact  jguddal@yahoo.com 
SPECIAL OFFER!!   Buy your grand or great grandchild a membership for only $20.  Use the application form in the Ball 
Of Fire.  Send $35 and we’ll include a Suncatcher or a “Ball of Fire III” jigsaw puzzle; send $40 and we will include a 
custom 93rd BG cap.  Specify white, navy blue or khaki.  Keep the 93rd flying high and long! 
 

Michael Sellers - DVD Order Form 
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WALL DRUG – THE ORIGIN OF A SUN CATCHER 

Last spring we were brainstorming to come up with a 
memento for our attendees to the October 23 dedication 
of the stain glass window installed in the chapel at the 
Mighty 8th Museum in Savannah, GA.  By early June, 
nothing had developed.   While on a family trip to the 
Black Hills, we stopped at Wall South Dakota, home of 
Wall Drug, that bastion of free enterprise and a free 
glass of water. 
 
So, I am checking the place out when I spot dozens of 
glass sun catchers hanging in the windows and oh how 
they shone!  They were flowers, bugs, birds and 
animals.  Then it hit me.  That’s it!  We can do a sun 
catcher as a replica to the stained glass window.   After 
obtaining approval from my colleagues, we began the 
search for a vendor.  Many weeks and phone calls later, 
we located a manufacturer in Connecticut who gave us a 

price break because of the organization that we are.  
The end result was a product more spectacular than 
expected.  The high light of the quest came at Savannah 
when we presented the sun catchers to each of the 
reunion/dedication attendees.   The sparkle in the eyes 
of the grand and great grandchildren was just wonderful! 
 
It is our pleasure to present this excellent memento to all 
of  our paid  members .   By now you should have it.  
Thanks for supporting your 93rd .  
 
Authors note:  During World War II, members of the Wall 
family posted signs all over Europe that said.     
“_________ miles to  Wall Drug”.  VETS!   Got a Wall 
Drug sign story?  Let us hear about it!   
 
Jim Guddal 
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Your Post Exchange (PX) 
                 Qty 1           Qty 2 
CAPS & visors 
 

1) Navy Blue w embroidered B-24, 93rd BG  
  and Ted’s Travelling Circus across adj strap $24  $45  

 
2) Stone white and Khaki with “Ball of Fire III” $19  $35  

Image plus 93rd and Ted’s 
 

3) Visors w embroidered 93rd BG and     
three battle stars – choose white or navy blue $16  28 

 
COFFEE MUGS 
 

4) Ceramic Coffee mugs w 93rd blue shield  $15  $28 
 
PUZZLES 

 
5) Jigsaw puzzles w  “Ball of Fire III” image 

          over Ploesti. Comes with stand.   $24  $45 
 
SUNCATCHER 
 

6) Memorial stain glass window Suncatcher  
Replica – w suction cup    $14  $27 

 
All prices include handling and shipping charges. 
 
Pay by check or money order with Coupon below. Pay by Paypal on 93BG website 
by using the Donation Tab in the Membership Section.   Then mail or fax the Coupon to Jim Guddal, PX Mgr to 
complete the order.  Thank you! 
 
Item purchased  ____________ _____   Qty     X      Price each      =      $ Total___    
1.              
2.              
3.              
4.              
5.              
       

Grand Total        __________     
 
Mail orders to:   Jim Guddal  (PX)   P O Box 47336  Plymouth MN 55447   
 
Fax your order to: 763.694.9065       
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93rd BG BALL OF FIRE QUARTERLY EXPRESS SUBSCRIPTION FORM   
 
 
PLEASE NOTE – STARTING WITH 2010, MEMBERSHIP & NEWSLETTER WILL BE CHANGING TO A CALENDAR YEAR BASIS - 
FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER 

 
  

Name_____________________________________ 

Address__________________________________       Year  2011   
 
City ________________________Zip _____________ 
 
Phone Number______________________ Email Address____________________________ 
 
Connection to the 93rd BG: 
 
Name of 93rd veteran ______________________________________ Rank _____________                                                        
 
Squadron __________ Time period in Service: ______ 19_____to_____ 19_____                                       
 
Airplane Name(s)__________________________ Pilot(s) _________________________ 
 
Comments ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________Thanks! 
   (use back side for more info) 
Membership Dues & newsletter ($25) $________  
Catch up 2010 Dues                 $________      
Donation                           $________       The 93rd is a 501(c)(3) 
      Organization. 
         Grand Total               $________  
 
  ***   ___ Please MAIL newsletter      ___ Please EMAIL newsletter  *** 
 
 
Make checks payable to: 93rd BOMB GROUP     (Also pay by PayPal thru the  
    93rd Bomb Group website) 
 
Mail to: Jim Guddal                 KEEP OUR HISTORY ALIVE!  Consider a                     
         93rd BG                     membership for a friend or family member.  
         P.O. Box 47336             (Make a copy of this form for additional  
         Plymouth, MN 55447         memberships.  Thank you!) 
 
  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The PX: We have in stock, coffee mugs, tan & blue caps with B-24 
image, BOF III B-24 puzzles, Suncatcher replicas of memorial window.  Go 
to the PX page in the BOF for ordering information or contact Jim Guddal 
jguddal@yahoo.com 
 
 


